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Christmas Bargains at

The Leader
At no store in North Platte will be found such a wonderful array of goods

suitable for substantial Christmas gifts gifts that arc of a serviceable nature and

that will be appreciated by the one receiving them. To make the buying more

easy and the needed gffts more easily obtained, we make some decided reductions

in prices on articles that are especially suitable for iift-givin- g.

Especial attention is invited to our line of silk and wool dress patterns, one

of which would please mother, wife or sister.

The housewife appreciate and enjoys a well appointed dinner table, and noth-

ing adds more than table linen, our dock of which this season is especially large.

Another item of comfort and tastey appearance, is fine bed spreads and Cali-

fornia blankets which we handle in the finest quality. Let us show you our line

of Marseilles spreads.

Ladies appreciate fine hosiery; we have them in qunrter'dozen boxes, especial-

ly made for gift giving; or an equally appreciated gift would be a box of our fine

handkerchiefs.

In the house furnishing line we mention lace curtains, rugs and carpets,

articles that are appreciated by wife or mother.

In our ladies, misses and childrens ready-to-we- ar department we are showing

the swellest line in town, and as an inducement to Christmas shoppers we are

offering the entire line at a very great reduction. You can save from twenty to

fifty per cent on the dollar, as the line must be reduced materially before our Janu-

ary inventory. This line includes ladies' and misses' suits, ladies' and misses'

cloaks, dress skirts, silk and mercerized petticoats, ladies', misses' and childrens'

furs, ladies' linen and silk shirt waists, sweaters, knit goods, muslin and outing

underwear, and ladies trimmed hats.

The clothing department of The Leader is somewhat overstocked, and to re-du- ce

the line we are making a reduction of twenty to fifty per cent to Christmas

buyers. . Our stock is very complete for men and boys, and you can do better
here than any other place in town. We also carry a swell line of gents' furnish- -

1

ings, many of which are especially suited for gift giving. j

In the shoe department no better line can be found in tdvvn. We are, making . jj

special prices all along this line. Big line of rubber goods just received. jjj;

The Leader, - J. Pizer. 1
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ROAD NO. 330.
To all whom it may concern:

Tho commissioner appointed for tho
purposo of locating a public road as
follows:

Commencing at the ccntor of section
17, township 12, rango 28 and running
thence north on half milo line
to tho laid out road on half milo line
running east and west across section 8,
township 12, Hango 28, said road to bo
33 feet wide, has reported in favor of
tho establishment of said road and all
claims for dumuge or objections there-
to must bo filcu in tho ofllce of tho
county clerk. on or before noon on the
12th day of February, 1910, or bucIi road
will' bo established without reference
thoroto.

Dated North Platto, Neb., December
6, 1009.

F. It. Elliott,
County Clerk.

Road No 327
To All Whom It May Concorn:
Tho snccial commissioner appointed

for tho purpoBo of locating a public
road,

Commencing at the S. W. corner of
Section 17, Township 10, Rango 33 and
running thence east on section line to
tho S. E. corner of Soction ah
on section line, has reported in favor
of tho location of said road as follows:

Commencing at tho S. W. corner of
Sec. 17, T 10, R 33 running east six
miles one-sectio-n lino to the S. W.
corner of Sec. 17 T 10 R 32, thonco
south on section lino about 100 rods to
tho railroad right-of-wa- y north of tho
track, thence southeast to Dickens
alone? tho ricrht-of-w- av and connecting
thereat with road no 102. and all claims
for damego or objections thereto must
be tiled in the otuco or tno county
clerk, on or beforo noon of tho 17th
day of Feb., 1910. or such road will bo
estauushca wunoui reierenco moroio.

Dated North Platto, Neb., Dcc-10-0- 9.

i II. ELLIOTT,
Oouaty Clork.

DR. ELMS,

Medicine, Surgery
Togother with hla

Specialty, Eye, Ear, Nose
and Throat

Your Glasses Carefully Fitted.
Oflko and residence 413 East Fifth St

on ground floor, no stairs to climb.
Phone 559,

'0
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MAKE SOME
ONE HAPPY

While you are racking your brain about what

i to Set yl,r husband, wife, father or mother for a
ftj Xmas present just stop and rest your mind and come (V)

jjj! down and pick out a nice easy rocker that will make
them happy every day in the year. (ft

fjj We have a complete line from a child's rocker
W up to a turkish, at reasonable prices. W

Jg HOWE & MALONEY.

SACRIFICE SALE OF TOWN LOTS..
--r )p

Why go out into tho country to buy rcsldonco lota when you can
buy tho following choice rosidenco lota in the West End whero they K
will incaoaso in valuo and nlwayB bo in demand. Jfc!

Throo nlco lota in block 17, Town Lot Co's Addition, $350.00 for K
all throe $3

Two handsome lota on Block 12, Town Lot Co'a Addition. 9350.00 fa
for both lots.

Throo handaome'lota on wWt Fourth rtrWeb, JsWor In and paid Kj
for, $1200.00 for tho three. tt

Four cholco lota on wuab Sbctli stritot clonto In for lttJ,00 $450.00 K?
$500.00 and $050.00 each. C

These lota are all close in, high nnd dry, do not rcquiro any filling K
and each of them is worth more money than wo are asking for them, jtg

Buchanan and Patterson.

CHRISTMAS

IN FICTION.

Dy GEORGE II. PICARD

ICopyrlfiht, ISO?, by American Press Asso-elation- .)

OT until the first
half of the last
century wns well
spent did tlio spe-

cies of literature
which has come to
be known as Christ-
mas Action effect a
permanent lodg-
ment In the hearts
of English speak-
ing mankind. The
ancient p n r a 1) I o
p 1 n ys nnd the
rhymed holiday
legends of the mid-

dlelit VINO. apes nro still in
use on the continent, but the moro
secular minded English had only tho
rnde Yulctlde Jinnies and tho quaint
carols of beef eating antiquity.

Contrary to the prevailing notion, the
Inventor of the tnle with a distinctive
ly Christmas tlavor was an American.
It Is likely that It would occur to few
Americans and to no Kngllshman to
dissent If It were iwerted In their
presence that Charles Dickens origi-
nated the Christmas story. His name
Is so Inseparably connected with so
much of the holiday literature en-

shrined In the popular heart that It Is
small wonder the mention of Christ-mn- s

suggests him. The credit of the
"literary find." however, must be given
to another, a man who was at the end
of his thirties when Dickens was born,
who had been at Malta when Nelson's
fleet snlled away to Trafalgar, who had
visited 'Sir Walter nt Ahhotsford and
had captivated him and who was aft-
erward secretary to the United States
legation In England. That, of course,
moans Washington Irving,

Irvlng's first book. "The Sketch-Roo- k

of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.," had pleased
everybody, so much so. Indeed, that It
was republished by John Murray In
London nnd translated Into several con-

tinental languages, riotli the publish-
ers and the public were urging him to
do something equally meritorious. No-

body realized more keenly than'dld the
author of tho exquisite work tho dim-cult- y

of producing Its mate, and ho
was not n man to be driven Into medi-
ocrity. Three years later he published
"Hracehrldge Hall," and tho chapter of
that masterpiece of literary workman-
ship entitled "Christmas nt Bracebridge
Hall" was the pioneer holiday (alo of
English literature and has furnished a
model for subsequent Hedonists which
has seldom been equaled nnd never
excelled, Its ensy grace and felicity of
expression were n revelntlon to every
body In those days, and tho wonder
nnd the charm are potent still.

William Makepeace Thackeray, mas
tcr of a realism that Is tho wonder and
the despair of those who have followed
htm, needed no
model and chose
none. Ills "Mrs.
Perkins' Unll" re-

sembles nothing
ever conceived in
tho mind of any
other man. The
public was pleased
with It, but never
to ni u c h as wus
Thackeray himself. UAWTIIOnNE.

Most amazing of all, the author of the
tale' professed to believe that It was
"Mrs. Perkins' Ball" that had made
his reputatlon-lh- ut, too. lu the face of
tho fact that "Vaulty Fair" had Just
been published. This perversion of
Thackeray In regard to the literary
value of his wares unci his lack of fnltb
In his masterpiece he had o little
confidence In the success or "vanity
Fair" that after It appeared he applied
for a small government position are
proof sulllelent that tho mau who ere
ates a masterpiece may have u dim
conception of artistic values.

All the makers of great Action nro
more or less under the spoil of tbelr
Immediate surroundings, but fow have
made It more apparent than Charles
Dickens. Those who knew theclrcuni
stances saw plainly that he had put
hlnmelf uud his sad childhood Into
many of his pathetic short stories.
This Is especially true of "Tho Ghost
In Master B.'s Boom," which is an ac
count of things which happened to
hlin in his troubled boyhood. As a
child he was a firm bellevor lu ghosts,
and It Is probable that he novet ontlro- -

ly abandoned his faith In spectral ap
peanuices. Many of his tales are peo
pled with disembodied spirits, and they
are like the ghosts of no other writer,
They are the Bpooks that appeal to one
uud make one believe In their genuine-Hes- s.

They are frequently more real
than the living characters who consort
with them. Although they are dead.
they conduct themselves llko living on
titles.

Dickens' Christmas ghosts are unique
in the realm of literature. Uf all the

silent Buupestbat
have been sum
rooned from the
upper nnd nether
worlds to lend eu
cbantmont to tho
CbrlBtmas talo
his ulono have
become actillmat
ed. Thero 1h ntev
er anything re--

pulolve about
them. Tbey ore

TUAUKtKAT. the most compan
lonable spooks over Invented. They
are seldom sepulchral, but are fre
quently cheerful. They are not tho
haunting, sleep killing and never to be
exorcised phantoms of the fairy tales,
but uviuuJ uwruuullthfi, trwul from ufl

Mortal restrictions lu regard to locomo-
tion that come to us when we bid thorn
and vanish politely when wo are weary
of their presence.

Bret narte never mnde a Bccret ot
his admiration for the creator of Little
Nell and Tom Pinch. Like Paul at
the feet of Gamaliel, he was content to
receive bis lesson from the mnn he
acknowledged to be his master. Not
until after Dickens had On Is hed his
work did tho young literary light who
stood revealed In the far western firma
ment learn that his model had seen
thnt exquisite elegy "Dickens In
Camp" nud had been heard to express
his admiration of it in the most gen
erous terms. The dying novelist de
clared that tho work of the new Amer
ican writer contained such subtle
strokes of workmanship as no other
writer In the language had yet ex-

hibited. And then be asked, with n
humorous gleam In his weary eyes,
"Don't you think that his manner Is
very like my own?"

Like Dickens, narte and a genuine
fondness for the doings of Yuletlde.
Ono who knew him best says that up
to the last day of his life "be thought
much of the Christmas season and to
the last kept up the fond and foolish
custom of sending generous presents
to bis friends." Better appreciated In
England that) iu his native country,
Hartc spent the later years of bis life
abroad, but his stories were to the last
distinctively American. Iu that ad
mirable performance entitled "How
Sunta Claus Camo to Simpson's liar"
thero is no flavor of the old world
Christmas, and Johnny, clothed In the
stars and stripes, Is a young American
of the most unmistakable sort.

Two of tho most strikingly dissimi
lar Christmas stories ever written nro

Hawthorn o's
'Christmas Ban-
quet"JP nnd Miss
Mitford's "Christ-
mas Party."
Thero Is little ot
Christmas In

tl a w t h o r n o's
grewsomc tnle.
The Joyous festi-
val is only a lit-

erary makeshift
around which Is

DICKENS. woven a w c I r d
psychological study that drives all re
membrance of the blessed season from
the mind. Its ghosts Are not the so
ciable and easily banished spooks of
Dickens. They are formless and
creepy nnd nil pervading. They are tho
fearsome specters that rise In tho frig-I- d

vapors of Gcruiun mysticism, nnd
they are made icier still with a strong
admixture of New Englnnd transcen
dentalism. It Is a masterpiece In con
ception nnd in treatment no (mention
at all about that but It docs not mnko
tho Yulo log glow more brightly or
lend a better flavor to tho steaming
bowl.

Mary Itusscll Mltford docs not deal
in ghosts. All of her Christmns char-
acters nro flesh and blood people, and
thoy arc not of the sort that "will not
Btay dead whon they die." Her "Christ
mas Party" Is as dainty In Its work
mansblp as anything which ever came
from her careful peu. and that is say
lng much. It is as cstful and nou
suggestive as a pastoral, and Its lnllu
once Is as soothing ns the dellcato
savor which escapes when tho cover
of a potpourri Jar Is lifted or tho
drawer of an old time cablnot Is open
ed the faint, pervnslve odor of crush
ed rose leaves and dried lavender.

THE RATIONAL

CHRISTMAS.

Dy ELLIS FRAME
Copyright, 1909. by American Press Asso

elation, J

"Let ua Klvo tn reason this year," she
suggested:

"Not merely for the sake of giving
things.

It's the spirit, not the money Invested,
Let us. therefore, turn from foolish

squanderings.
Let the gifts we give be things that may

bo needed
Instead of trash soon to be cast aside."

"My darling, your suggestion shall be
heeded,

For there Is wisdom in It," ho replied.

Bho did her shopping early, being guided
By lessons learned from much experi

ence.
She would show her lord and master, she

decided.
How excellent a thing was common

serine.
For tbelr baby boy she purchased n

French corset
And an oriental rug that caught nor

eye.
"Though the darling longed to have a

rocking horse. It
Wasn't sensible," sho murmured, with a

sigh.
They had promised not to buy things for

each other.
They would merely get a few things for

tbe child.
Bha would sacrifice her sister and her

mothor.
And It gladdeied her to see tho way ho

smiled
As he satd bis people, too, should bo omit

ted.
So the wise and winsome woman, day

oy aay.
From shop to shop, with sweet emotion,

ntuea.
flavins dry goods bound up and eant

away.

fie bought a ptpo and splendid smottlna
jocxet

To give their darling ul on Christmas
morn. ,

with these the child could mako nd such
a racual

Jut might hoVo bttea p'rtoUuiod with arum
ana nurn.

Wo also got the works, unexpurxated,
Uf old Uoccacclo and Rabelais,

Bo that tholr little ona mlcht bo fluted
And lorur have glad remembrance of thsuay.

On Christmas when their presents were
outplayed

They sat upon the sofa side by side,
And while their child luoked up at them,

dismayed,
He had a uulprlt'ii maimer, and siiej

emu.

A THWARTED PLOTf

By LAURENCE FOSTER CHURCH.
ICopyrlght, 1809, by American Press Asso-

ciation.
Not far from the closo of tbo eight-

eenth century there lived In a small
towu iu New .lersey- -it Is now a clty-ltny- mond

Donne, a mau very much
respected nnd of a peaceful disposi-

tion. His bouse stood near tho main
street or road, considerable grouuds
behind and on either side of It. On tho
lot next adjoining lived Hntnuel Whit-for- d,

who was Doaue's untlpode. If
ho but ouce conceived a grudge against
any one he would pursue him to tho
bitter end. Ho quarreled with nearly
every one lu the towu, and thero was
nono to speak a good word for him
but Itaymond Donne, who always
stood for peace nnd constantly ondoar-orc- d

to allay tho prejudice against bis
neighbor.

But ono dny a horso of Doano's got
into Whltford's premises and destroy-
ed a lot of vegetables growing Iu tho
garden. Though Donne offered to
mnko suitable reparation, Wbltford
would not be pacified. From thnt tlrao
ho made the lives of Mr. Doaue and
his family miserable and went so far
as to Injuro one of Donne's children
ho found ou his grouuds. This was
too much even for tho qulot Mr.
Doano's pntleucc. Mcetlug Whltford,
he protested. Whltford attacked him,
but Donuo, being tbe better mau, got
him down nnd rubbed bis noso lu tho
dirt.

After this tho Doaucs expected worse
treatment than before, but Whltford
lot them alone and Dually surprised
them by offering the olive bruueh. It
was accepted, but without contldenco.

Mr. Doaue bad a mnn dolug unim-
portant Jobs about his place named
Silas Moore, who had received an

in childhood which had Impaired
his Intellect. One night Silas was
heard screaming "Murder!" tn the
back of Mr. Doaue's place. Doaue got
up uud went out to see what was tho
matter. He found no ouo nnd went
back to bed. Silas was not again seen
Iu the town.

Mr. Doaue reported what he bnd
heard, and there was much wonder-
ment iu the matter. Whltford said
nothing for some time, then Intimated
that lie might say a great deal were It
not that the people were all against
him nnd would not believe him. This
got to the ears of the authorities, and
Whltford was called upon to glvo tes-

timony. With apparent unwillingness
he sakl that on the night In question,
bearing the cries, he bud got up and
gone to the renr of his yard. Tho
cries bud thou ceased. Whltford wus
about to return to the house when ho
saw a figure through the darkness
dragging some object. Ho followed
nnd saw the figure dig a hole, into
which he thrust what ho hud been
dragging, filled the hole nnd spent
much time destroylug tho marks of
the ground's disturbance. Whltford
followed the figure aud saw It go iuto
Donne's back door.

No citizen of the place would have
paid any attention to this story, but
the police, of course, must visit tbo
spot nud examine it. Whltford led
them, and ufter digging In several
plnces tbey camo upon a corpso so dis-

figured that they could tell nothing
about It except that It was ubout Silas
height - and tho hair was the samo
color..

The matter now passed into tho
courts, and Donne was nrrested for
the murder of his hired mnn. Tho
clothlug on the corpse Was examined,
nnd several pieces were found to havo
belonged to Silas. Though tho body
was unrecognizable, the clothing prov-
ed conclusively that Silas bad becu
murdered. Whltford's evidence was
not sufllcleut to convict Doaue, but n
stranger nppeared at the trial who
swore that he hud driven Into the town
lute on the night of the murder and
had heard angry words In Donne's
barn. He had reined In his horse to
listen nnd saw two figures walk to tho
back of Doano's place. Then he had
heard tho cries aud bad gono and seen
what Whltford had seen from another
point.

Even this would uot havo convicted
Doane before a Jury of his fellow
townsmen, but the prosecuting attor-
ney, realizing this, took a chango of
venue nnd tried him elsewhere. Tho
result was that the peaco loving Mr.
Doane was convicted of tho murder of
his half wttted servant. Iu this, as
in every mysterious murder case, thero
were those who believed In tbo guilt
of the one being tried for it nnd those
who did not so believe,

A hanging In those duys was open to
the view of every one. From daylight
till noon on the day the culprit was to
be swung off nil sorts of vehicles were
driven Into town loaded with people.
The condemned man wan brought
forth and given an opportunity to
speak, which ho declined. Tbo noose
was bPlng adjusted when somo ouo In
the crowd cried:

"nold on!"
Every oye was turned to the speak-or,- ,

who wnH pointing lu a certain di-

rection. There, gaping with tho rest
of tbo crowd, stood tho mau who had
Ireon murdered the fool BUus Moore.

That ouded tbo hanging, err, rather,
It novor took plnce, nnd tbo supposed
murdoror wan carried ucJnfo on tho
Khouldors of, his friends;

BUus Moon when quotlnued - told
how Whltford hart ponranded him to
onnct tbo murder scene at night and
thou hnd hurried him nwny whero ho
supposed he would be Bafe. The
Btranger witness bud been paid for his
testimony. It also came out thut
"Whltford had procured a corpse, mndo
its face unrecognizable, put Silas'
clothes on It and burled It.

wnitroru matte, .goou bis escapo ana
was uVrvr-Kwin- l Uf vhtuIs in nJVt&.'v


